
Sunday, November 28, 2021 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• A few reminders of the goings on in our church and community... If you’d like to receive a 

weekly email letting you know what’s coming up at LaVale United simply call, email, or 

reach us through private message on Facebook, and we will put you on the One Call Now 

list. 

• Support Christmas dinner baskets for needy families, support the Scholarship Fund, OR 

decorate the church with poinsettias in honor or memory of a loved one. See our website 

www.umclavale.org for more details. 

• Sunday School for all ages, Pre-K-High School and beyond! Join us for breakfast at 9:30 

a.m. Register your kids here. Download the Parent Cue app for more involvement. Join the 

youth on Sunday evening @ 6:30. 

• Thank you! to all who gave for Thanksgiving. We gave away over 130 dinners to families 

who needed them. 

• Food pantry needs volunteers. If you’d like to help, call the church office. 

• Dig out your coats from last year, because the United Methodist Women want to redistribute 

them.  Donate for people in need in our area. 

• If you have prayer requests, please let the church office know by phone, email, or private 

message on Facebook: LaVale United. 

• Bell Choir is looking for ringers. Practice after church on Sundays. You’re welcome to join. 

• Special devotionals are available:  

o Zoom Bible study led by local UMC clergy, Thursdays @ 6p.m. Call the church 

office (M-Th 9:30-4) for an invitation. 

o Be Light devotional at www.bwcumc.org > Advent Devotional  

o Come Home for Christmas devotional @ www.umcdiscipleship.org > Advent and 

Christmas > Spiritual Practice. 

• If you would like a “Just Be Kind” lawn sign ($10), or a daily devotional book (free), please 

call the church office and request it. 

Questions? Call the church office (301) 722-6800. 

 

Welcome to worship.   

 

We’d like to thank all who are joining us in person, in the parking lot, on YouTube, 

Facebook, and on WCBC.  We see you and you are welcomed here.  Feel free to comment, 

react, like, and share this video if you feel led.   

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Rise) 

 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 

And be light for our darkness. 

Be comfort in our grief, 

Be a friend for our loneliness, 

An oasis for our searching. 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 

http://www.umclavale.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb02u1Ix6_EHosKh-gXN5xH77P50UMdhXPx24WPF25wsMh6A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://theparentcue.org/app/
http://www.bwcumc.org/
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/


Restore our joy, heal our wounds, and bring us peace. 

 

PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

Lord Jesus, 

many of us are waiting for you: 

the war-torn are waiting for peace, 

the hungry are waiting for bread. 

the refugees are waiting for a homeland, 

the sick are waiting for healers. 

Have you forgotten us? 

O Lord, come quickly, we pray. 

 

God in this season 

suspended between hope and fulfillment, 

let us never forget what you have done. 

May we be honest about the darkness within us, 

and perceptive of the light around us. 

May we make straight the path for the Lord, 

that together we may see God’s glory revealed.  Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN - Angels From The Realms Of Glory (Regent Square) 

 

Verse 1 

Angels from the realms of glory 

Wing your flight o'er all the earth 

Ye who sang creation's story 

Now proclaim Messiah's birth 

 

Chorus 

Come and worship come and worship 

Worship Christ the newborn King 

 

Verse 2 

Shepherds in the field abiding 

Watching o'er your flocks by night 

God with us is now residing 

Yonder shines the infant light 

 

Verse 3 

Sages leave your contemplations 

Brighter visions beam afar 

Seek the great Desire of nations 

Ye have seen His natal star 



 

Verse 4 

Saints before the altar bending 

Watching long in hope and fear 

Suddenly the Lord descending 

In His temple shall appear 
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ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING AND READING 

 

Malachi 3:1-4 

3:1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 

will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight--indeed, 

he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 

 

3:2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is 

like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; 

 

3:3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 

refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 

 

3:4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 

and as in former years. 

 

Luke 3:1-6 

3:1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 

 

3:2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness. 

 

3:3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, 

 

3:4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in 

the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

 

3:5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked 

shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 



 

3:6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 

Reader One: For many of us, the call to head home is one of joy and of hope. We can’t wait to 

reconnect with family, with history and tradition, with a wonderful time of freedom and loving 

support. We can’t wait to go home. 

 

Reader Two: There are those who fear going home, however, and there are times when going 

home brings back memories that are not so good, not so healing. We are reminded of when we 

didn’t fit in, when we didn’t measure up, when we weren’t loved like we needed to be loved. 

Home can be a difficult place for some. 

 

Reader One: The prophet Malachi tells us that even when we are in the hottest of fires, there is a 

presence who can make us better, who can refine and purify. John the Baptist tells us that the 

road home is always under construction, mountains leveled, and valleys filled in, to make 

smooth the path that leads us to our true destination, where we can live in peace and unity with 

all. 

 

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope and the candle of peace, as a sign of our 

assurance that though the road is hard, we believe it is worth the journey. It is time to go home. 

 

Light two candles of the Advent wreath. 

 

SERMON  “The Fear of Home: Come Home for Christmas Worship Series,” Rev. Frankie 

Revell 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

God of mercy and grace, we pray that the gifts we offer this morning might be used to bring 

some compassion to the chaos that is our world. We give these gifts in love, hoping they will 

heal some of the hurting; and as they do, make the crooked road straight for the coming of the 

Christ. May the hills that separate us from sisters and brothers be made flat and may the valleys 

of our isolation be raised up, so we will be ready to welcome the Christ as one. In that holy 

name, we pray. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN – Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates, vv. 1-3 

 

Verse 1 

Lift up your heads ye mighty gates 

Behold the King of glory waits 

The King of kings is drawing near 

The Savior of the world is here 

 

Verse 2 

Fling wide the portals of your heart 

Make it a temple set apart 



From earthly use for heav'ns employ 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy 

 

Verse 3 

Redeemer come with us abide 

Our hearts to Thee we open wide 

Let us thy inner presence feel 

Thy grace and love in us reveal 
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*BENEDICTION 

 

Loving God, 

be to us as a bulldozer of the spirit. 

Clear your road in us; 

clear a path through the detritus of possessions and obsessions. 

Thrust aside our divided aims and devious games. 

Topple the ramparts of pride and the doubts that deride. 

Make a highway on which Christ may come 

and take possession of the whole territory of our being. 

To the glory of your name, we pray. 

Amen! 

 

*POSTLUDE 

 

*DISMISSAL 
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