
Sunday, December 26, 2021 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Weekly Updates: If you’d like to receive a weekly email letting you know what’s coming up 

at LaVale United simply call, email, or reach us through private message on Facebook, and 

we will put you on the One Call Now list. (301) 722-6800. 

• Sponsor a Radio Program on WCBC on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. $100 per program. Call 

the church office for a contract. 

• Free Mobile Vaccine Clinic hosted at LaVale United, January 11, 2-4 p.m. All adults and 

children are welcome for Pfister first or second dose or booster. Call the church office for 

more details. 

• Sunday School for all ages, Pre-K-High School and beyond! Join us for breakfast at 9:30 

a.m. Register your kids here. Download the Parent Cue app for more involvement. Join the 

youth on Sunday evening @ 6:30. 

• Our Food Pantry needs volunteers. If you’d like to help, call the church office. 

• If you have prayer requests, please let the church office know by phone, email, or private 

message on Facebook: @LaVale United. 

• The Bell Choir is looking for ringers. Practice after church on Sundays. You’re welcome to 

join. 

• If you would like a “Just Be Kind” lawn sign ($10), or a daily devotional book (free), please 

call the church office and request it. 

Questions? Call the church office (301) 722-6800. 

 

Welcome to worship.   

 

We’d like to thank all who are joining us in person, in the parking lot, on YouTube, 

Facebook, and on WCBC.  We see you and you are welcomed here.  Feel free to comment, 

react, like, and share this video if you feel led.   

 

PRELUDE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

“One of Us” 

 

For God to become a baby he had to 

Squeeze himself into a small space 

Confine himself into a fallible body 

Restrict himself to humanity 

Reduce himself to limited movements 

Become weak and vulnerable 

Rely on humans to take care of him 

 

For Christ to become one of us 

He had to be born like us 

The light was hidden within the womb 

The thirst quencher received refreshment from the breast of Mary 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb02u1Ix6_EHosKh-gXN5xH77P50UMdhXPx24WPF25wsMh6A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://theparentcue.org/app/


The bread of life had to learn how to eat 

The one who holds us, first had to be held 

The Lover was loved 

The Way had to learn to walk 

The Word had to learn to speak 

The Teacher was taught 

The Creator how to create 

This is our God! 

 

posted by James Hawes, on Sunday Papers. http://www.sundaypapers.org.uk 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

 

*OPENING PRAYER (PLEASE RISE) 

 

Let us go, in heart and mind, 

to see what has come to pass. 

 

Let us go with the shepherds: 

Let us go to find the Savior! 

Let us go with the wise ones: 

Let us go to find God's promise, born for us! 

Let us go with the poor and humble: 

Let us go to find our King, born in a lowly manger. 

Let us go with all the world, 

with all the peoples of the nations. 

 

Come, let us worship; 

come, let us adore him: 

Christ the Lord! 

 

~ from “The Gift of Joy: Isaiah 12” posted on the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship website. 

http://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/the-gift-of-joy-isaiah-12/ 

 

*HYMN  Good Christian Friends Rejoice 

 

Verse 1 

Good Christian friends rejoice 

With heart and soul and voice 

Give ye heed to what we say 

News Jesus Christ is born today 

All that gathered before Him bow 

And He is in the manger now 

Jesus Christ is born today 

Christ is born today 

 



Verse 2 

Good Christian friends rejoice 

With heart and soul and voice 

Now you hear of endless bliss 

Joy Jesus Christ was born for this 

He has opened the heav'nly door 

And man is blest for evermore 

Jesus Christ was born for this 

Christ was born for this 

 

Verse 3 

Good Christian friends rejoice 

With heart and soul and voice 

Now ye need not fear the grave 

Peace Jesus Christ was born to save 

Calls you one and calls you all 

To gain His everlasting hall 

Jesus Christ was born to save 

Christ was born to save 

 

CCLI Song # 1214849 

Gary Alan Smith | John Mason Neale 

© Words: Public Domain  

Music: 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 20095467 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

 

Luke 2:41-52 

2:41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 

 

2:42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 

 

2:43 When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 

Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 

 

2:44 Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started 

to look for him among their relatives and friends. 

 

2:45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 

 

2:46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them 

and asking them questions. 

 

2:47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 



 

2:48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why 

have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great 

anxiety." 

 

2:49 He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father's house?" 

 

2:50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 

 

2:51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 

treasured all these things in her heart. 

 

2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

God of our salvation, we are still feeling the Christmas glow. Our heads are filled with the 

sounds and smells and memories of the joy and love and the stable and the baby in the manger. 

When we read about the twelve-year-old Jesus being left behind, we sometimes wish we didn’t 

have to head back into the world. As we make our last gifts of the year to you, Lord help us see 

the mission you’ve put before us. Bethlehem is just the beginning of our work! We pray it in the 

holy name of Jesus, the Christ. Amen 

 

*HYMN (PLEASE RISE)  Go Tell It On The Mountain 

 

Chorus 

Go tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and ev'rywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born 

 

Verse 1 

While shepherds kept their watching 

O'er silent flocks by night 

Behold throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light 

 

Verse 2 

The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 



That hailed the Savior's birth 

 

Verse 3 

Down in a lowly manger 

The humble Christ was born 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn 

 

CCLI Song # 3063235 

John W. Work Jr. | William Farley Smith 

© Words: Public Domain  

Music: 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 20095467 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

May the God of the angels, who heralded Christ's birth, 

bring joy to your hearts this day and always. 

Amen 

  

May the God of love, who gave his only Son to be born for you, 

fill your life with love and peace. 

Amen 

  

May Emmanuel, God with us, 

be with you in all your doings and all your celebrations, 

until he brings you into his eternal kingdom. 

Amen 

  

And may almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

— Rev. Thomas Weitzel, on Liturgy by TLW.  

 

HYMN 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 


