
Sunday, January 16, 2022 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Weekly Updates: If you’d like to receive a weekly email letting you know what’s coming up 

at LaVale United simply call, email, or reach us through private message on Facebook, and 

we will put you on the One Call Now list. (301) 722-6800. 

• Sponsor a Radio Program on WCBC on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. $75 per program. Call 

the church office for a contract. 

• FREE Mobile Vaccine Clinic @ LaVale United, Tuesday, February 8, 2-4 p.m. Children 

and adults are welcome for Pfister vaccination or booster. Pre-registration encouraged but not 

required. 

• AARP Tax Prep will be back in service beginning February. Please watch for details on 

how to access this vital service. 

• Sunday School for all ages, Pre-K-High School and beyond! Join us for breakfast at 9:30 

a.m. Register your kids here. Download the Parent Cue app for more involvement. Join the 

youth on Sunday evening @ 6:30. 

• Our Food Pantry needs volunteers. If you’d like to help, call the church office. 

• If you have prayer requests, please let the church office know by phone, email, or private 

message on Facebook: @LaVale United. 

• The Bell Choir is looking for ringers. Practice after church on Sundays. You’re welcome to 

join. 

• If you would like a “Just Be Kind” lawn sign ($10), or a daily devotional book (free), please 

call the church office and request it. 

Questions? Call the church office (301) 722-6800. 

 

Welcome to worship.   

 

We’d like to thank all who are joining us in person, in the parking lot, on YouTube, 

Facebook, and on WCBC.  We see you and you are welcomed here.  Feel free to comment, 

react, like, and share this video if you feel led.   

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Rise) 

 

Psalm 36:5-10 

36:5 Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds. 

 

36:6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your judgments are like the great deep; 

you save humans and animals alike, O LORD. 

 

36:7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of 

your wings. 

 

36:8 They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your 

delights. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb02u1Ix6_EHosKh-gXN5xH77P50UMdhXPx24WPF25wsMh6A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://theparentcue.org/app/


36:9 For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 

 

36:10 O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, and your salvation to the upright of 

heart! 

 

PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  

 

OPENING PRAYER (Please Remain Standing) 

 

Was Puccini’s 

music for his ears alone? 

Or was Starry Night only for Van Gogh’s eyes? 

 

Are discerners of spirits 

better than those who prophesy? 

Is it better to be a healer than a preacher? 

Was Mother Teresa more important 

than the Jesuit brother who 

held the door? 

 

Is red better than blue? 

 

All gifts are 

from the same Spirit. 

They are each a part of the whole 

and given to each of us for each other 

or for the common good. 

 

Lord, help us understand. 

Thank you for all 

Gifts. 

 

And we pray for civic and church leaders.  Ray, Ben, Chris, David, Jason, Mike, Larry, Joe, 

Kamala, John, and Latrelle.  May they always be guided by the hand of your spirit in Jesus name, 

Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN – Are Ye Able (vv. 1, 2, 4) 

 

Verse 1 

“Are ye able,” said the Master, 

“to be crucified with me?” 

“Yea,” the sturdy dreamers answered,  

“to the death we follow thee.” 

 

Refrain: 

Lord, we are able. Our spirits are thine. 



Remold them, make us, like thee, divine. 

Thy guiding radiance above us shall be 

a beacon to God, to love, and loyalty. 

 

Verse 2 

Are ye able to remember, 

when a thief lifts up his eyes, 

that his pardoned soul is worthy 

of a place in paradise? 

 

Verse 4 

Are ye able? Still the Master  

whispers down eternity, 

and heroic spirits answer, 

now as then in Galilee. 

 

Words: Earl Marlatt, 1926 (Mk. 10:35-40) 

The United Methodist Hymnal 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 

 

12:2 You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could 

not speak. 

 

12:3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says "Let 

Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. 

 

12:4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 

 

12:5 and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 

 

12:6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. 

 

12:7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

 

12:8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, 

 

12:9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 

 

12:10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 

spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

 



12:11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just 

as the Spirit chooses. 

 

SERMON – Varieties of Gifts, Rev. Frankie Revell 

 

SERMON POINTS 

 

Spiritual gifts are not merit badges or signs of approval from God, but rather God’s 

response to the needs of our community. 

 

QUESTION: How do I discern my spiritual gift? 

ANSWER: What is the biggest pain that you have ever had to endure?  That’s your gift… 

 

If you serve in an area where you are gifted, then God will give you joy and fulfillment and 

with proper self-care, you will not experience burn-out.  However, if you serve in an area 

where you are not gifted, you will burn out quickly.   

 

“The Christian life and Christian ministry are not the personal property of an exclusive 

class of spiritual superheroes.”  Lee C. Barrett. 

 

“Genuine spirituality is not the cultivation of private emotional highs, mystical thrills, or 

an exclusively individual serenity.  Christianity is not a religion of spiritual Lone Rangers 

or narcissists.  Rather than fostering a purely private ecstasy, the gifts are bestowed in 

order to build up the church.  They are intended to be publicly communicable, publicly 

shared, and publicly enjoyed.  Lee. C. Barrett.   

 

The point is to use our collective gifts to meet the needs of our community.  When we do, 

the church is seen as a leader in the community, the church is then known for what it 

should be known for—reaching out in love and concern for their neighbors. 

 

Sometimes you gotta grow where you’re planted. 

 

We need to be unified, we need to grow where we are planted even if it is a place that 

doesn’t foster growth—God put ya there for a reason.  

 

We need to realize that we are a gifted people and that God gave us those gifts to meet our 

community’s needs.   

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

God, we have not known how to use the gifts you have given us. At times, we have misused and 

abused your gifts, not knowing how to use them in a world where homelessness, pain, disease, 

injustices, and death affect young and old. We have not encouraged the downtrodden or the 

outcast of our societies. We continue to build bigger homes, drive fancier cars, and wear fine 

clothes at the expense of those who live below the poverty line. Forgive us for our lack of caring 

and sharing. 



 

God, we have not known how to use the gits you have given us. We have failed to share words of 

wisdom with our young – those words that let them know they have value and worth, those 

words that help those in prison know that, though they are locked out of our society, they are not 

locked out of God’s grace or mercy. Forgive us for not using our gifts to bless. God, we don’t 

want to be ignorant; so help us use the gifts you have given us in the spirit you gave them, to 

build your kingdom and your people. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance/Forgiveness 

 

God is the giver of MANY gifts. 

God is the Creator of the ONE body. 

God is slow to anger and quick to forgive. 

God helps us to share and honor the gifts of all, 

God helps us to heal the wounds and reunite the body. 

We are forgiven, loved, and accepted. 

Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen  

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC  

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

Generous God, we are reminded through scripture of the spiritual gifts that you give. We know 

that these are not for us to hold onto but are gifts for us to share – gifts from you meant for 

giving. As we offer our tithes and offerings, prompt us to commit more than dollars, but to see 

the gifts you have written on our hearts and to share generously of these as well! We pray these 

words in the name of Jesus, in whose way we follow, for whose love we are eternally grateful. 

Amen.  

 

*CLOSING HYMN - Shine Jesus Shine 

 

Chorus 

Shine Jesus shine 

Fill this land 

With the Father's glory 

Blaze Spirit blaze 

Set our hearts on fire 

Flow river flow 

Flood the nations 

With grace and mercy 

Send forth Your word Lord 

And let there be light 

 

Verse 1 

Lord the light of Your love is shining 

In the midst of the darkness shining 



Jesus Light of the world shine upon us 

Set us free by the truth You now bring us 

Shine on me shine on me 

 

Verse 2 

Lord I come to Your awesome presence 

From the shadows into Your radiance 

By the blood I may enter Your brightness 

Search me try me consume all my darkness 

Shine on me shine on me 

 

Verse 3 

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 

So our faces display Your likeness 

Ever changing from glory to glory 

Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story 

Shine on me shine on me 

 

CCLI Song # 30426 

Graham Kendrick 

© 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 20095467 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

Go now into the world, strengthened by the gifts 

with which Christ has fed you. 

 

Be generous to others, for Christ has given extravagantly. 

Live by God’s word, avoiding lies and violence. 

Walk in God’s paths and never stray. 

 

And may God’s wonderful love be with you everywhere; 

May you feed and care for those around you as 

Christ Jesus feeds and cares for you with his body and word; 

 

And may the Holy Spirit confirm the truth in you 

and fill you with God’s presence always. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve 

in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 

 

Comment, like, and share this video…. 

 



*POSTLUDE 

 

*DISMISSAL 

 


