
Sunday, January 30, 2022 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Weekly Updates: If you’d like to receive a weekly email letting you know what’s coming up 

at LaVale United simply call, email, or reach us through private message on Facebook, and 

we will put you on the One Call Now list. (301) 722-6800. 

• Sponsor a Radio Program on WCBC on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. $75 per program. Call 

the church office for a contract. 

• FREE Mobile Vaccine Clinic @ LaVale United, Tuesday, February 8, 2-4 p.m. Children 

and adults are welcome for Pfister vaccination or booster. Pre-registration encouraged but not 

required. 

• AARP provides free tax prep for seniors Tuesdays, beginning February.  

• Sunday School for all ages, Pre-K-High School and beyond! Join us for breakfast at 9:30 

a.m. Register your kids here. Download the Parent Cue app for more involvement. Join the 

youth on Sunday evening @ 6:30. 

• Our Food Pantry needs volunteers. If you’d like to help, call the church office. 

• If you have prayer requests, please let the church office know by phone, email, or private 

message on Facebook: @LaVale United. 

• The Bell Choir is looking for ringers. Practice after church on Sundays. You’re welcome to 

join. 

• If you would like a “Just Be Kind” lawn sign ($10), or a daily devotional book (free), please 

call the church office and request it. 

• New Upper Room daily devotional booklets are available free of charge. Contact the church 

office for your copy. 

Questions? Call the church office (301) 722-6800. 

 

Welcome to worship.   

 

We’d like to thank all who are joining us in person, in the parking lot, on YouTube, 

Facebook, and on WCBC.  We see you and you are welcomed here.  Feel free to comment, 

react, like, and share this video if you feel led.   

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Psalm 71:1-6 

71:1 In you, O LORD, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. 

 

71:2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline your ear to me and save me. 

 

71:3 Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress, to save me, for you are my rock and my 

fortress. 

 

71:4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. 

 

71:5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb02u1Ix6_EHosKh-gXN5xH77P50UMdhXPx24WPF25wsMh6A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://theparentcue.org/app/


 

71:6 Upon you I have leaned from my birth; it was you who took me from my mother's womb. 

My praise is continually of you. 

 

PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 

and the greatest of these is love. I Cor.13:13 

 

God of Gods: 

We come to worship today to hear your good news, 

to hear of faith, hope and love 

ringing out from your kingdom. 

We know that doubt, fear and hatred 

can shake even the strongest. 

Shape us into faithful hopeful people, 

fill us with your love that passes all understanding. 

And we pray for our civil and ecclesiastical leaders….. 

 

Chris, David, Jason, Mike, Larry, Joe, Kamala, John, and Latrelle, that they might be guided by 

the hand of your Spirit.   

We pray this together in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN – God Of Love And God Of Power 

 

Verse 1 

God of love and God of power 

Grant us in this burning hour 

Grace to ask these gifts of Thee 

Daring hearts and spirits free 

God of love and God of power 

Thou hast called us for this hour 

 

Verse 2 

We are not the first to be 

Banished by our fears from Thee 

Give us courage let us hear 

Heaven's trumpets ringing clear 

God of love and God of power 

Thou hast called us for this hour 

 

Verse 4 

God of love and God of power 

Make us worthy of this hour 



Offering lives if it's thy will 

Keeping free our spirits still 

God of love and God of power 

Thou hast called us for this hour 

 

CCLI Song # 7071956 

Gerald H. Kennedy 

© 1941 Abingdon Press (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 20095467 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

13:1 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or 

a clanging cymbal. 

 

13:2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 

 

13:3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do 

not have love, I gain nothing. 

 

13:4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 

 

13:5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 

 

13:6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 

 

13:7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

 

13:8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will 

cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 

 

13:9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 

 

13:10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 

 

13:11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 

when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 

 

13:12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in 

part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

 

13:13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

 



SERMON – The Greatest of These, Rev. Frankie Revell 

 

SERMON POINTS 

 

PRAYER OF OFFERTORY PREPARATION 

 

PRAYER: WE ARE SELFISH 

Gracious God, how often does selfishness wash through our good intentions? How often do we 

speak bold, sophisticated words to impress others? How often do we forget that we are what we 

are because of you? Remind us that our abilities are your gifts to us. Remind us that that you 

loaned us some possessions in hopes that we would help others with them. If we are guilty of 

living only to impress others – forgive us. If we gain status only by putting someone else down – 

forgive us. If we do things only for applause – forgive us. If all we do sounds like clanging 

cymbals and noisy gongs to you – call us to repent. Humble us enough to serve. Humble us 

enough to pray. Humble us enough to love you and people who may never say thank you to us. 

 

Kwasi Kena, The Africana Worship Book for Year C, (Discipleship Resources, 2008), 144. 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC  

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

God who created us, as we gather to worship you, we are conscious that we are all one body in 

Christ. When one part of the body is hurting, the whole body is wounded; when healing happens, 

the whole body is blessed. May our giving this morning bring love to the parts of Christ’s body 

that are feeling unloved and forgotten; and may it bring justice and mercy to those parts that are 

oppressed and burdened. In our giving, may we find the joy of blessing the whole body of Christ. 

In his holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN – I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 

 

Verse 1 

“I was there to hear your borning cry, 

I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 

to see your life unfold. 

 

Verse 2 

“I was there when you were but a child, 

with a faith to suit you well; 

in a blaze of light you wandered off 

to find where demons dwell 

 

Verse 3 

“When you heard the wonder of the Word 

I was there to cheer you on; 



you were raised to praise the living Lord, 

to whom you now belong. 

 

Verse 6 

“When the evening gently closes in  

and you shut your weary eyes, 

I’ll be there as I have always been 

with just one more surprise: 

 

Verse 7 

“I was there to hear your borning cry, 

I’ll be there when you are old, 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 

to see your life unfold.” 

 

Words: John Ylvisaker 

© 1985 John Ylvisaker 

The Faith We Sing Abingdon Press. Used with permission for worship. 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

Your love is patient; 

we give you thanks for all those who have been patient with us 

and have taught and cared for us; 

and we pray for the patience to love others 

as you have loved us. 

 

Your love is kind; 

give us the courage to be kind to others 

and to serve those with patience 

who are so often unkind, rude, difficult to love, or our enemies. 

They are your children and our sisters and brothers 

and they were made in your image. 

 

Your love is not pompous; 

give us insight to speak the truth in love 

and for the sake of your kingdom 

and not out of a need to appear clever or right 

and in all our relationships 

give us the wisdom to listen far more than we speak. 

 

Your love does not seek its own interests; 

we thank you and pray for those who serve the poor and those in need, 

who give tirelessly of themselves and who have much to do 

and little time for themselves. 

 



Your love is not quick-tempered; 

we pray for those who are angry 

and for the violent and their victims; 

for children who fear, elders who are abused, 

and people trapped in relationships that injure and harm. 

 

Your love bears all things; 

we remember before you those with heavy burdens, 

many cares, much stress, and too little comfort and help. 

Open our eyes to those around us and their needs 

and give us the wisdom to offer help 

without any prying or sense of superiority. 

 

Your love never fails; 

even death does not trespass on the breadth and depth of your love. 

We thank you for those we have loved in this life 

and who now dwell in the peace and joy of your presence 

and let your comfort settle on those who are bereaved 

or who are lonely this day. 

In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen 

 

Comment, like, and share this video…. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

 

*DISMISSAL 

 


