
Sunday, February 13, 2022 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Please join us at church or on Zoom for an interactive Bible study and discussion, Thursday, 

February 17, 2022, 11:00-12:30. Lunch will be provided. Topic: Jesus was a poor man. We 

will read his story in Luke 2, read and reflect on the book We Cry Justice. What difference 

does it make that Jesus was poor? What can we learn from each other? Click the link to 

RSVP. Participants are invited to apply for food from the LaVale United Food Pantry. 

• Have you ever really wanted to help somebody but didn’t know what to do or say? Join the 

Stephen Leader training this spring, Monday evenings March 21 – May 23 from 5-7:30. 

Everyone is welcome. Call the church office for more details. 

• During Lent, join us on a spiritual journey that calls us to deepen our daily discipleship, 

expand our capacity to love, anchor our faith and widen our connections with God and one 

another. Speak a Word: A Weekly Prayer-Poem Study for Lent examines Scripture and our 

life with God.  Link 

• AARP provides free tax prep for seniors Tuesdays, 10-2.  

• Sunday School for all ages, Pre-K-High School and beyond! Join us for breakfast at 9:30 

a.m. Register your kids here. Download the Parent Cue app for more involvement. Join the 

youth on Sunday evening @ 6:30. 

• If you have prayer requests, please let the church office know by phone, email, or private 

message on Facebook: @LaVale United. 

• Weekly Updates: If you’d like to receive a weekly email letting you know what’s coming up 

at LaVale United simply call, email, or reach us through private message on Facebook, and 

we will put you on the One Call Now list. (301) 722-6800. 

Questions? Call the church office (301) 722-6800. 

 

Welcome to worship. 

 

We’d like to thank all who are joining us in person, in the parking lot, on YouTube, 

Facebook, and on WCBC.  We see you and you are welcomed here.  Feel free to comment, 

react, like, and share this video if you feel led.   

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Psalm 1 

1:1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners 

tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 

 

1:2 but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they meditate day and night. 

 

1:3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their 

leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

 

1:4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeClxnLKJ6V1iiU0KPq58ICcVIV-V1C_8ZPupq6z_UsSnxDrQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.bwcumc.org/resources/lent-2022/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb02u1Ix6_EHosKh-gXN5xH77P50UMdhXPx24WPF25wsMh6A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://theparentcue.org/app/


1:5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the 

righteous; 

 

1:6 for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  

 

OPENING PRAYER 

O God, 

you spoke your word 

and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ. 

Fill all creation with that word again, 

so that by proclaiming your joyful promises to all nations 

and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples, 

we may become one living body, 

your incarnate presence on the earth. 

 

We pray for our civic leaders; for Ray, Ben, David, Chris, Jake, Mike, David, Larry, Joe, and 

Kamala, and for our church leaders, our district superintendent John and our Bishop Latrelle.   

 

May they be guided by the hand of your spirit in Jesus name, Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN – Marching to Zion (vv. 1, 2, 4) 

 

Verse 1 

Come we that love the Lord 

And let our joys be known 

Join in a song with sweet accord 

And thus surround the throne 

Join in a song with sweet accord 

And thus surround the throne 

 

Chorus 

We’re marching to Zion 

Beautiful beautiful Zion 

We’re marching on to Zion 

The city of our God 

 

Verse 2 

Let those refuse to sing 

Who never knew our God 

But children of the heav'nly King 

May speak their joys abroad 

But children of the heav'nly King 

May speak their joys abroad 

 



Verse 4 

Then let our songs abound 

And ev'ry tear be dry 

We're marching through Emmanuel's ground 

To fairer worlds on high 

We're marching through Emmanuel's ground 

To fairer worlds on high 

 

CCLI Song # 1015811 

Bob Johnson | Isaac Watts 

© 1983 ZionSong Music  

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 20095467 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

15:12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no 

resurrection of the dead? 

 

15:13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 

 

15:14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has 

been in vain. 

 

15:15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised 

Christ--whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 

 

15:16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 

 

15:17 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 

 

15:18 Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 

 

15:19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

 

15:20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 

 

SERMON – The First Fruits, Rev. Frankie Revell 

 

Jesus did in fact, exist.  He was baptized, and crucified under Pontius Pilate.   

 

Jesus’ body would not have been stolen either by the Romans or by his few remaining disciples. 

 

Jesus’ body was prepared for burial and placed in the tomb.  This was prescribed by Jewish 

custom, and the devout women who buried him would have followed through.   



 

Was Jesus' resurrection a physical or spiritual event?  Jesus' incarnation was a physical 

event and the resurrection of the body means that this body matters. It is matter and 

matter matters!  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Heavenly Father, we confess that we come to this day of resurrection as imperfect people. 

Although we may have faith, we also carry doubts and apprehensions. Just as Jesus’s disciples 

were unsure of his presence with them, we are unsure of your presence with us. We go out into a 

world of demands without the full confidence that you are our guide and our sustainer, and we 

are too often motivated by our own shortcomings and anxieties than by your grace and love. 

Forgive us and help us to see your Holy Spirit’s work in all things. We pray these things in the 

name of Jesus, who returned to his disciples despite their own faults, and we ask that you hear us 

as we continue our confession in silence… 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC  

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

Sovereign God, we give our tithes and gifts this day, knowing that you are deserving of the best 

we have to offer. In scripture, the tithe we are called to give is to be our first fruits – not what is 

leftover. Yet in his writing, Paul reminds us that Christ was, in fact, the first fruits in your new 

covenant of salvation for each of us! May we live as an offering worthy of this great gift. We 

pray this in Christ’s name! Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN – My Life Is in You, Lord 

 

Chorus 

My life is in You Lord 

My strength is in You Lord 

My hope is in You Lord 

In You it's in You 

My life is in You Lord 

My strength is in You Lord 

My hope is in You Lord 

In You it's in You 

 

Verse 

I will praise You 

With all of my life 

I will praise You 

With all of my strength 

With all of my life 

With all of my strength 

All of my hope is in You 

 

Ending 



In You 

 

CCLI Song # 17315 

Daniel Gardner 

© 1986 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 20095467 

 

BENEDICTION 

May today there be peace within. 

May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. 

May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 

May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been given to you 

May you be confident knowing you are a child of God. 

Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise 

and love. 

It is there for each and every one of us. 

 

St. Therèse of Lisieux and St. Theresa of Avila, 

 

Comment, like, and share this video…. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

 

*DISMISSAL 

 


